
 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
THE INTERMODAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

INTERMODAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Friday, May 14, 2021 
1:00 p.m. to 2:25 p.m. EDT 

Virtual Meeting 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The virtual meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Committee chair Martin 
Summers of Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC. IANA General Counsel Marc 
Blubaugh provided the anti-trust guidelines; a quorum was established as being 
present later in the meeting. 
 
Approval of the February 12, 2021 minutes 
 
Mr. Summers asked for a conditional approval of the February 12, 2021 minutes once a 
quorum was established. Mr. Blubaugh assured approval at that time. 
 
A moment of silence was held for Alan Cohn, Pressure Systems International, a 
longtime committee member, who died recently.  
 
Task Force and Working Group Reports 
 
Telematics for M&R Applications Task Force 
 
While the Task Force originally was to investigate and identify what equipment 
telematics options exist and how they can be used to improve maintenance and repair 
practices, Gary Cornelius, TCW, said there were issues with adequate data collection 
and analysis. As a result, the Task Force will split into two working groups. One will 
develop a checklist of features telematics can address, and the value they can bring to 
maintenance and repair. The other group will develop an internal preparation execution 
checklist based on feedback from stakeholders’ pilot programs, to aid in the 
deployment and management of telematics and the data it generates. Mr. Cornelius 
expects to present the groups’ work at Intermodal EXPO in Long Beach, Calif., in 
September. 
 
Roadside Service Task Force 



 
 

 
Christopher O’Hea, C&K Trucking, LLC, said his Task Force is focusing on two 
deliverables: A webpage on the IANA website linking to equipment providers’ roadside 
service information. The other is a detailed analysis of the process flow for a roadside 
service event, identifying pinch points and inefficiencies, and making 
recommendations to improve the process.  
 
Damage Prevention Outreach Program Task Force 
 
Andrew Knouse, Norfolk Southern Corp., said the Task Force will be looking at data 
from Intermodal Equipment Providers to better understand high damage rates, for 
example, to tires and landing legs on chassis, then breaking that information down 
with lift operators, motor carriers, other stakeholders and experts, to pinpoint 
opportunities to improve education on steps to take to mitigate damage.   
 
Preventative Maintenance Task Force 
 
Carl Francis, Consolidated Chassis Management, LLC, presenting for Cliff Creech, 
Phillips Connect Technologies, said a number of working groups within the Task Force 
are working to address various topics and that the Task Force expects to have some 
deliverables ready by September. 
 
Mechanics Training Working Group 
 
The training survey sent in February to IEPs and M&R vendors drew only 10 responses, 
said Bill Fluke, Columbia Group, so a reminder was delivered in May. Those responses 
will help guide development of training programs for existing and newly-hired 
mechanics.  
 
Mechanics Guide Maintenance Working Group 
 
Ed Smith, Webb Wheel Products, said his group had received no suggestions or 
recommendations for updates to the Guide. He noted no new technology has been 
introduced that should be added to the Guide. He emphasized its benefits for new 
mechanics and veteran mechanics, and how it shows an employer’s commitment to 
making sure mechanics are properly trained.  
 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Update 
 
During to the Covid-19 pandemic, FMCSA switched over to doing off-site remote 
investigations — not an ideal option — and has not conducted any type of Intermodal 
Equipment Provider review in more than a year, said Jack Van Steenburg, FMCSA. He 



 
 

doesn’t anticipate any on-site reviews to be conducted through September. As far as 
IEPs registering with FMCSA, Mr. Van Steenburg said efforts to align existing 
databases with the Unified Registration System and include IEPs await added 
technical capacity and funding that are in the works. 
 
In rulemaking, Mr. Van Steenburg said that the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse has 
been in effect for a year and three months. The Clearinghouse is a secure online 
database that gives employers, FMCSA, State Driver Licensing Agencies (SDLAs), and 
State law enforcement personnel real-time information about commercial driver’s 
license (CDL) and commercial learner’s permit (CLP) holders’ drug and alcohol 
program violations. Approximately 55,000 drivers in prohibited status are included in 
the Clearinghouse, Mr. Van Steenburg said, but only 2,500 were caught breaking the 
rules in the process of roadside inspections. He called the number of prohibited drivers 
evading the rules troubling, adding rulemaking aligned with this would require state 
licensing agencies to immediately disqualify/suspend a CDL driver who is in a 
prohibited status in the Clearinghouse. Mr. Van Steenburg urged employers to abide by 
federal protocols when hiring new drivers, and to check their status in the 
Clearinghouse, since those are the people employers should not want to hire. FMCSA 
has also distributed bulletins to state law enforcement explaining how to identify a 
prohibited driver during a roadside stop. Mr. Van Steenburg said another issue FMCSA 
is dealing with is the transfer of data between state license agencies. A pending final 
rule eliminates paper and requires all transfers to be digital electronic files. This will 
ensure that drivers who are supposed to be disqualified, will be disqualified across 
different states. 
 
In the fall, Mr. Van Steenburg expects FMCSA to hold a public meeting in its efforts to 
improve the Crash, Safety, Accountability (CSA) initiative to better meet the industry’s 
needs. For example, CSA’s crash preventability protocol gives companies the 
opportunity to challenge any type of crash they believe was non-preventable by the 
driver. In 50% of the 14,000 requests for reviews a determination of non-preventable 
was made. As a result FMCSA has expanded the number of types of crashes to 16, and 
in the future Mr. Van Steenburg said such a finding will no longer affect a company’s 
CSA Score. 
 
Another rule change as of February requires that all drivers be trained by a training 
provider registered with FMCSA, said Mr. Van Steenburg, with a curriculum that is in 
the agency’s regular regulations. After a driver completes training, the driver school 
will send FMCSA a certificate and the agency will either push that to a state licensing 
agency, or the agency will pull it from FMCSA. A CDL cannot be issued without 
verification, but Mr. Van Steenburg said the process should be near-instantaneous.  
 



 
 

Mr. Van Steenburg said the Biden Administration is very interested in autonomous 
vehicles, and in advanced driving assistance systems such as lane assist adaptive 
cruise control. Such technology has been proven to reduce crashes and the severity of 
injuries. FMCSA is working with Virginia Tech, which Mr. Van Steenburg said could lead 
to proposed new rules for autonomous vehicles. The work with Virginia Tech extends 
to port operations, issues with getting containers off ships and onto chassis, and how 
best to relieve port congestion. Mr. Van Steenburg said ports are addressed in 
President Biden’s infrastructure bill, adding the American Jobs plan may offer 
something positive for the industry, as well. 
 
Training and Assessment Platforms Demo 
 
Patrick Trausch of Lincoln Tech demonstrated an online training program in chassis 
inspection and repair developed utilizing IANA’s Chassis Guide. The platform is 
designed to provide assessments, training, tracking of progress, and verification of 
training over time. Discussions are underway to determine how best to verify hands-on 
skills, streamline the knowledge assessment process for existing mechanics, and offer 
parts of the program independently. Currently, Mr. Trausch said, managers can sign up 
employees and new mechanics to manage their progress, observe what’s taking place, 
and verify specific results down to the question level on an assessment quiz, in a 
secure, private platform. Costs are being revisited, Mr. Trausch said, as well as a 
suitable time to hold the pilot program. To that end, Lincoln Tech will accept 
equipment donations, offers to host training camp space, and Mr. Trausch invited calls 
and emails with ideas, feedback and questions. 
 
Steve Keppler, with IANA, reminded the Committee FMCSA in 2020 granted a five-year 
exemption to the requirement that qualified equipment inspectors have a total of 12-
months training and/or experience. Lincoln Tech’s program qualifies for the 
exemption. 
 
Old Business 
 
Mr. Summers called for a revival of the working group formed several years ago to 
study conversion of equipment repair codes from the International Standards 
Organization (ISO) to Association of American Railroads (AAR) standards. Currently, 
IANA does not have a conversion mapping tool. Mr. Summers asked previous 
interested group members to email him at msummers@ccmpool.com, or to contact 
Beth Pernerewski at IANA. 
   
IANA plans to offer periodic education sessions once per quarter, Mr. Summers said, 
beginning with “You Picked a Fine Time to Leave Me Loose Wheels: Optimizing Safety 
with RMPs for Drums, Hub Piloted & Spoke Wheels on Your Intermodal Chassis,” to be 
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conducted June 10 by Ed Smith of Webb Wheel Products. A calendar will be 
forthcoming and members will receive an email to register for each session. Mr. 
Summers urged members to join in and to forward ideas for future sessions to him or 
Ms. Pernerewski, who noted members can find a listing of sessions and register on the 
IANA website. 
 
New Business 
 
Sam Farruggio, Farruggio’s Express, said Light Emitting Diodes (LED) chassis light 
technology has come a long, long way, and should be added to the intermodal 
industry’s inspection list. Citing safety as a goal and their low failure rates, Mr. 
Farruggio said major improvements would come from a shift in the responsibility for 
the LED lights to be borne “where it belongs,” by equipment owners and not by the 
drayage community. Mr. Farruggio asked that the industry support an initiative to 
require LEDs on chassis. The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) is very 
interested, said Mr. Farruggio, but prefers that the American Trucking Association 
(ATA) and intermodal industry bring the issue to regulators. Mr. Farruggio said the 
goals are safety and to produce a high-quality piece of equipment on the highway to 
protect the industry’s interests and the public interest, and that the drayage 
community is taking heat for something they have no control over.  
 
Housekeeping and Adjourn 
 
Stephen Keppler, IANA, announced that he is leaving the Association to work in 
transportation consulting, and thanked the committee and IANA staff. Mr. Summers 
said Mr. Keppler had done great things since joining IANA in 2015, and wished him the 
best of luck.  
 
Hal Pollard, IANA, also thanked Mr. Keppler for his service to IANA. He then urged 
members to visit the Association’s website, in particular the Recommended Practices, 
mechanics guide, and industry tools and resources pages. A schedule of webinars is 
available on the Education tab. As Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, Mr. Pollard 
confirmed that IANA is welcoming back in-person attendees to its Intermodal EXPO 
scheduled for Long Beach, Calif., in September, along with in-person committee 
meetings at the event. A full slate of education programs and exhibit floor are planned. 
He encouraged members to go to IntermodalExpo.com to register.  
 
IANA President & Chief Executive Officer Joni Casey thanked Mr. Keppler, too, and said 
she would be more involved with committees than in previous years.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Fluke. The motion 
passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 

http://intermodalexpo.com/


 
 

Roll  
First Name Last Name Organization Name Invited Registered Attended 

 3PL           

Todd Keenan XPO Logistics x     

 Marine           

Brian Bellan Goergia Ports Authority x x x 

William Fluke Columbia Group x x x 

 Motor 
Carrier 

          

Gary Cornelius TCW, Inc. x x x 

Nancie De Salvo Rose Transportation, Inc. x     

Nate Graglia Wallport Transit Xpress, Inc. x x   

Jordan Hunt ContainerPort Group, Inc. x x   

Kevin Lhotak Reliable Transportation Specialists, Inc. x x x 

Tyler Lippincott J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc. x x x 

Jay Mason Universal Intermodal Services, Inc. x     

Jonathan Norris Gulf Winds International, Inc. x     

Christopher O'Hea C & K Trucking, LLC x x x 

Brian Stone J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc.  x     

William Traub CSX Intermodal Terminals, Inc. x x x 

 Rail           

Jeffrey Chapman Union Pacific Railroad Company x     

Ingrid Crafford Norfolk Southern Corporation x x x 

Andrew Knouse Norfolk Southern Corporation x x x 

Richard Lammers Union Pacific Railroad Company x x   

Santiago Martinez ciaO | intermodal x x x 

Vernon Prevatt CSX Transportation x     

Jennifer Reiser Kansas City Southern x x   

Nicholas Smith Union Pacific Railroad Company x     

 Supplier           

Trevor Ash CIE Manufacturing, Inc. x x   

Gerry Bisaillon REMPREX, LLC x x   

Ryan Bivinetto BlackBerry Radar x x   

Brian Boyd Hendrickson x x   

Eric-Jan Bronwasser Milestone Equipment Holdings x     

Tiffany Buchanan Ports America x x   

Paul Burgoyne Vantage Solutions, LLC x     

Kevin Clarke Vantage Solutions, LLC x x x 

John Cochios Haldex x x x 

Mike Codling Amsted Seals and Forming x x x 

Joshua Cooley Illinois Transport, Inc. x x   

Ron Cordova Zonar Systems, Inc. x x x 

Cliff Creech Phillips Connect Technologies x x Exc 

Monica Dorsey Downtime Fleet Management Services x x x 

Michael Dougherty TRAC Intermodal x     



 
 

Jeffrey Dudenhefer 
North American Chassis Pool 
Cooperative (NACPC) 

x     

Tim Erion FlexiVan x x x 

David Esposito DCLI x     

Tim Farrell Intermodal Cartage Co., Inc. x x   

Carl Francis 
Consolidated Chassis Management, 
LLC 

x x x 

Joey Frederick TOPLIFT North America x     

David Green 
Consolidated Chassis Management, 
LLC 

x x   

Brian Hofmann CIE Manufacturing, Inc. x x   

Elliott Hopper Buckeye Mountain x     

Brett Hugo STEMCO x x x 

Jim Jacobs FlexiVan x     

Goran Krave Kalmar x x x 

Jeremy Laskos REMPREX, LLC x x   

Jim Lee Transmodal Solutions LLC x x   

Zhuangfan Li CIE Manufacturing, Inc. x     

David  Mahaney Rail Logistics, Inc. x x x 

Andrew Malion Spectra Products, Inc. x x   

Vincent Marino Container Maintenance Corporation x     

Brian Martin Autocar Truck x x x 

Jason McClelland Amsted Seals and Forming x x x 

Johnny McIntosh The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company x     

Edward McQuillan Ashland Avenue Partners x     

Steve Miller Pressure Systems International, Inc. x x x 

Michael Mitchell 
Consolidated Chassis Management, 
LLC 

x     

Keith Munsell Illinois Transport, Inc. x x   

Kent Musick Pratt Industries, Inc. x     

Michael Niemeyer Pressure Systems International, Inc. x     

Val Noel TRAC Intermodal x     

Thomas Novak Rail Logistics, Inc. x x x 

John Perouty H & M International Transportation, Inc. x x   

Chad Peterson DCLI x x x 

Frank Puciul SAF Holland, Inc. x x x 

Ron Ruisz Chicago Car Interchange Bureau x x   

Pete Russo Decisiv x     

Brad Ryckert SKF USA Inc. Vehicle Service Market x x x 

Nathan Schuyler Chicago Car Interchange Bureau x     

Richard Searle TRAC Intermodal x x x 

James Sharkey Pressure Systems International, Inc. x x x 

Shelley Sheagley Aurora Parts & Accessories x x x 

Jason Slegers Direct ChassisLink, Inc. x x x 

Ronald Smejkal TRAC Intermodal x x x 

Ed Smith Webb Wheel Products, Inc. x x x 

Mark Smith FYX, Fleet Roadside Assistance x x x 



 
 

Martin Summers 
Consolidated Chassis Management, 
LLC 

x x x 

 


