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• Audience will be muted

• A question & answer session will follow 
the presentation
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INTERNATIONAL IS BACK AT/ABOVE PEAK 
LEVELS OF LAST YEAR. DOMESTIC IS NOT

Source: IANA ETSO, GTC Analysis
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NOT MUCH DIFFERENCE CURRENTLY 
ACROSS PRODUCT LINES

Source: IANA ETSO, GTC Analysis

April 2021 M/M Y/Y

International -1.2% +22.6%

Short Trailer -4.0% +21.0%

53’ Trailer -4.8% +63.0%

Total Trailer -4.6% +49.6%

Private Domestic 
Container

-2.6% +25.1%

Rail Domestic Container -3.5% +51.4%

Total Domestic Container -2.9% +31.7%

Domestic -3.1% +33.9%

Grand Total -2.1% +27.8%
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INTERNATIONAL REVENUE MOVES PER DAY 
ARE MOVING UP BUT NOT DOMESTIC

Source: IANA ETSO, Transport Futures, GTC Analysis
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INTERNATIONAL REVENUE MOVES PER DAY 
ARE MOVING UP BUT NOT DOMESTIC

Source: IANA ETSO, Transport Futures, GTC Analysis
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AAR WEEKLY DATA INDICATES VOLUME HAS 
FLATTENED AT A HIGH LEVEL

• Last Week: +22.7% Y/Y
• Last 4 Weeks: +25.4% Y/Y

Source: AAR, GTC Analysis

• Last Week: +25.6% Y/Y
• Last 4 Weeks: +29.4% Y/Y
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CANADA SAW A RECENT UPTICK IN VOLUME
MEXICO MOVED AHEAD OF WEAK PRIOR YEAR

• Last Week: +15.8% Y/Y
• Last 4 Weeks: +7.6% Y/Y

Source: AAR, GTC Analysis

• Last Week: +7.9% Y/Y
• Last 4 Weeks: +27.3% Y/Y
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DOMESTIC CONTAINER HAS NOT FULLY 
REGAINED Q4 LEVELS

Source: IANA ETSO, GTC Analysis
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SHORT TRAILER MOVES ARE DOWN, BUT 53’ 
TRAILER IS STILL HANGING IN THERE

Source: IANA ETSO, GTC Analysis
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ISO CONTAINER MIX IS CHANGING

Source: IANA ETSO, GTC Analysis
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PORT PRODUCTIVITY IMPROVING
EXPORTS BREAK OUT OF THEIR RUT

Source: Port Reports, IHS PIERS, GTC Analysis
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IMPORT SHARE TRENDS – L.A./L.B. STABLE, WESTERN 
CANADA DECLINING

Source: Port Reports, IHS PIERS, GTC Analysis
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IMPORT SHARE TRENDS – SOUTHEAST/GULF ARE 
STRONG

Source: Port Reports, IHS PIERS, GTC Analysis
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DRAYAGE DEMAND INDEX CONTINUES TO SHOW 
SYSTEM IS IN DISTRESS

• Overall reading of 377
• Worst situation in 

Southeast right now
• Savannah @ 916(!)
• Charleston @ 601

• Chicago, Columbus, 
K.C., Memphis, 
Norfolk, above 400

• 10 of 21 metros above 
300

Source: Drayage.com, GTC Analysis
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INTERMODAL TRAIN SPEEDS HAVE NOT 
RECOVERED FROM THE POLAR VORTEX

• Average speed mid-
May: 29.7 mph

• 5.3%/1.7 mph slower 
than 5-year average

• 12.6%/4.2 mph worse 
than prior year

• Close to the lowest 
speeds seen in the last 
ten years.

Source: STB EP 724 Rail Service Issues Reports, GTC Analysis
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PUTTING 2021 YTD IN CONTEXT

Source: AAR, GTC Analysis
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POST-COVID INTERMODAL MARKET SHARE 
GAINS WERE SHORT-LIVED

Source: IANA ETSO, Transport Futures, GTC Analysis
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LOOKING FORWARD

• Q2 freight will continue to be strong
• Shift to services is underway, but strong growth will 

largely offset the drag
• Not much breathing room for operational recovery
• Seasonal gains will be more subdued than normal
• Peak season will be great but won’t feel as great when 

compared to 2020
• Rate environment will be very strong
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INTERMODAL IN DEPTH
 Try Intermodal in Depth 

for six months for as little 
as $200

www.IntermodalinDepth.com

http://www.intermodalindepth.com/
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Thanks! Questions?



Q&A
Enter your questions using 

the Q&A button



For more information about IANA data, including the 
Volume Analyzer & ETSO Database

Visit: intermodal.org/data-statistics
or e-mail us at: info@intermodal.org



For more information about IANA or the
Intermodal Adapts Program

visit intermodal.org 
or e-mail info@intermodal.org 



© 2021 Intermodal Association of North America. This presentation was produced for the use of IANA members 
and may not be reproduced, re-distributed or passed to any other person or published in whole or in part for 
any purpose without the prior consent of IANA. IANA, 11785 Beltsville Drive, Calverton, MD 20705-4048.


	INTERMODAL�			ADAPTS
	Intermodal �Analyzed
	Housekeeping
	Today’s Presenter
	Intermodal Analyzed
	International is back at/above peak levels of last year. Domestic is not
	Not much difference currently across product lines
	International Revenue moves per day are moving up but not domestic
	International Revenue moves per day are moving up but not domestic
	AAR Weekly data indicates volume has flattened at a high level
	Canada saw a recent uptick in volume�Mexico moved ahead of weak prior year
	Domestic container has not fully regained Q4 levels
	Short Trailer moves are down, but 53’ trailer Is still hanging in there
	ISO container mix is changing
	Port productivity improving�Exports break out of their rut
	Import share trends – L.a./L.B. Stable, Western Canada declining
	Import share trends – Southeast/gulf are strong
	Drayage Demand Index continues to show system is in distress
	Intermodal train speeds have not recovered from the polar vortex
	Putting 2021 YTD in Context
	Post-covid intermodal market share gains were short-lived
	Looking forward
	Intermodal in depth
	Intermodal Analyzed
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

