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Housekeeping 

• Panelist presentations will be followed by an 
audience question and answer session 

• Audience audio will be muted 
• Submit questions at any time for Q&A session at the 

end of the webinar presentations 
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Webinar Agenda 

• Introduction to IANA’s Intermodal Market 
Trends & Statistics quarterly report 
• Explanation of format & contents 

• Economic conditions summary 
• Latest IANA numbers 
• International Intermodal Review 
• Questions 
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Intermodal Market Trends & Statistics  
• Commentary and analysis of quarterly and year-to-

date movements that include: 
• IMC statistics 
• Rail statistics 
• Trucking industry data 

• Report highlights: 
• Analysis of the US economy and its potential impact on the intermodal 

industry 
• Ongoing reports of service enhancements and capacity improvements 
• A standard set of charts that provide valuable, consistent and recurring 

snapshots of the industry 
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Quarterly Rail Volume Results 

Source: IANA 

• Summary of Year-to-date 
and Quarter-to-Quarter 
intermodal volume 

• By equipment type 

• Summary combines U.S., 
Canadian, & Mexican volume 
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Key Corridor & Regional Traffic Results 

Source: IANA 

• Results for major traffic 
corridors 

• Bi-directional 
• Total volume, containers  

and trailers combined 
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Seasonally Adjusted Intermodal Volume 

Source: IANA 

• Removes the normal 
seasonal variation in the 
data 

• Focuses on the underlying 
quarter-to-quarter growth 
trends 

• Data provided domestic and 
international segments 
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Intermodal Marketing Company (IMC) Results 

Source: IANA 

• Volume and revenue from 
participating IMCs  

• Includes intermodal and 
highway loadings and trends 

• List of participating IMCs 
found at the end of the 
report 
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Intermodal Long-Term Trends 

Source: IANA 

This section tracks long-term 
trends using three charts: 

• Volume by equipment type 

• Key lane analysis 

• Length of haul 
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Intermodal Outlook 

Source: IANA 

• Written analysis of the 
near-term forecast for 
intermodal demand 

• Forecasts provided for 
domestic containers and 
trailers and international 
containers 

• Section includes data on 
key financial results for 
major railroads 
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Trucking Industry Outlook 

Source: IANA, FTR Associates 

Information in this section 
includes: 
• Trucking volume growth  

rates and data for length 
of haul (quarterly and 
year-to-date) 

• Trucking utilization 
• New truck sales 
• Driver labor availability 

index  
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U.S., Canada and Mexico Domestic Economies 

Source: IANA 

• Quarterly data and 
statistics of the leading 
economic indicators for 
the U.S., Canada, & 
Mexico 

• This section additionally 
provides detailed written 
analysis of the North 
American economies 
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Monthly Traffic Statistics 

Source: IANA 

• Extensive tables (12 
pages) of monthly 
traffic statistics 

• Information presented 
by lane by direction, 
equipment size, 
ownership 
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Equipment Type, Size and Ownership (ETSO) and  
5-year Historical Data files 

Source: IANA 

• Aggregated rail data available 
to subscribers via monthly 
emails in an Excel spreadsheet  

• Data includes: 
• Regional volume flows 
• Equipment size, type & ownership  
• Cumulative by month 

• The 5-year Historical file 
provides continuous 60 months 
of data 

Year ORIGIN DESTIN TYPE EQUIP SIZE 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
2016 EC EC PRIVATE CONT 20 8972 9144 9671 9500 9489 10655 10209 9937 9744
2016 EC EC PRIVATE CONT 40 14333 14930 17030 15734 16566 16335 15787 17344 16794
2016 EC EC PRIVATE CONT 45 123 93 103 134 151 176 144 146 155
2016 EC EC PRIVATE CONT 48 8 1 7 3 3 2 1
2016 EC EC PRIVATE CONT 53 3061 3133 3404 3433 3578 3461 3444 3683 3798
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 20 2 4
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 28 2 4
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 40 10 9 4 4 9 3 1 3 8
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 45 22 10 22 30 27 18 13 18 18
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 48 10 4 12 14 8 16 14 28 27
2016 EC EC PRIVATE TRLS 53 3280 3540 3932 3442 3098 3332 3544 3966 4210
2016 EC EC RAIL CONT 40 58 70 70 54 6 1 4 7 8
2016 EC EC RAIL CONT 53 2021 2125 2446 2613 2710 2648 2365 2433 2491
2016 EC MC PRIVATE CONT 20 1
2016 EC MC PRIVATE CONT 40 10 6 8 6 6 5 10 12 14
2016 EC MC PRIVATE CONT 53 2 2 2 2 4 3 1
2016 EC MC RAIL CONT 53 9 27 19 19 25 22 13 26 13
2016 EC MW PRIVATE CONT 20 2250 2597 2856 2560 2682 2670 2468 2742 2554
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Economic Overview – Current Conditions 
• First half GDP 2016 growth was been weak, but 3Q16 GDP 

increased by 2.9% 
• Falling investment and over-sized inventories are the key 

drivers of weakness 
• Policy uncertainty is a factor 
• The labor market continues to improve 
• Consumer spending growth is very solid 
• The housing market is gradually improving 
• Industrial output is just slightly better 
• Recession risk is up just a bit 
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3Q16 GDP grew 2.9% 
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Source:  U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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2016 Intermodal Growth Summary (YTD – September) 

• By Segment 
• International: -4.5%  
• Domestic Container: 4.3%  
• Trailers: -27.8%, large losses due in part to the 

restructuring of Triple Crown 
 

• By Origin Region (weak international loadings 
hindering growth in all regions): 
• U.S.: -3.1%   
• Canada: -2.2% 
• Mexico: -5.4% 

 
 

Source:  IANA 
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Third quarter intermodal volume 

  2015 2016 Change 

Trailers 404,853 295,933 -26.9% 

Domestic Containers 1,809,399 1,868,227 3.3% 

All Domestic Equipment 2,214,252 2,164,160 -2.3% 

ISO Containers 2,341,724 2,184,474 -6.7% 

Total 4,555,976 4,348,634 -4.6% 

Source: IANA 
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Third quarter regional loadings 
  

  3Q15 3Q16 3Q 15-16 
  

  Units Share Units Share Growth 
Eastern Canada (EC) 
  321,211 8% 311,940 8% -2.9% 
Mountain Central (MC) 

  62,179 1% 55,013 1% -11.5% 
Midwest (MW) 

  1,234,776 29% 1,171,443 29% -5.1% 
Mexico (MX) 

  170,001 4% 150,486 4% -11.5% 
Northeast (NE) 

  414,515 10% 414,752 10% 0.1% 
Northwest (NW) 

  199,017 5% 207,676 5% 4.4% 
South Central (SC) 

  335,626 8% 304,439 8% -9.3% 
Southeast (SE) 

  590,180 14% 564,217 14% -4.4% 
Southwest (SW) 

  871,461 21% 812,496 20% -6.8% 
Western Canada (WC) 
  357,010 9% 356,172 9% -0.2% 

Source: IANA 
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Top growth lanes 
  

 Corridor 3Q15 3Q16 3Q 15-16 

  
  Units Share Units Share Growth 

Western Canada-Midwest 
                  

83,089  1.8% 
                  

90,447  2.1% 8.9% 

Northwest-Midwest 
                  

131,782  2.9% 
                  

142,210  3.3% 7.9% 

Southwest-Northeast 
                    

58,471  1.3% 
                  

60,523  1.4% 3.5% 

Northeast-Midwest 
                  

247,301  5.4% 
                  

252,381  5.8% 2.1% 

Intra-Eastern Canada 109,173                     2.4% 
                    

110,354  2.5% 1.1% 

Western-Eastern Canada 165,555                   3.6% 166,294  3.8% 0.4% 

Source: IANA Note: top growth lanes excluding lanes with less than 50,000 moves 
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Largest decline lanes 

Source: IANA 

  
 Corridor 3Q15 3Q16 3Q 15-16 

  
  Units Share Units Share Growth 

South Central-Midwest 66,754 1.5% 53,776 1.2% -19.4% 

Intra-Mexico 125,693 2.8% 103,741 2.4% -17.5% 

Midwest-South Central 73,710 1.6% 61,853 1.4% -16.1% 

Intra-Midwest 74,239 1.6% 62,549 1.4% -15.7% 

Southwest-South Central 233,488 5.1% 205,233 4.7% -12.1% 

South Central-Southwest 188,444 4.1% 169,279 3.9% -10.2% 

Note: top growth lanes excluding lanes with less than 50,000 moves 





International intermodal growth has been volatile  
and inconsistent with import growth 

Source: PIERS, IANA, TTX 
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After a big jump in 2015, all-water share is expected to 
climb slowly 
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Source: PIERS, TTX 
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PSW transloading has grown, both in  
volume and as a share of imports 
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Similarly, PNW transloading has grown in 
volume and share of imports over time 
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Increased transloading and AWS reduced IPI share, 
but in 2016, IPI volume declined too 

Source: PIERS, IANA, TTX 
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Visit intermodal.org for more information on 
Intermodal Market Trends & Statistics report, 

the ETSO Database, and IANA 
or e-mail us at: info@intermodal.org 
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